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Olmsted Falls Schools:  Unit Design Framework



The purpose of the lesson planning framework is to act as a guide for Olmsted Falls Educators as they collaboratively plan units of instruction. The framework attempts to incorporate best practices from the research and couple these with the professional development concepts that Olmsted Falls Educators have taken part in. 


Academic content standards and the learning targets that comprise the standards come to life for teachers and students when they are incorporated into a unit of instruction. Teachers work in teams to ensure the learning intentions are the same in corresponding grade levels and subject areas. Teaching the same targets creates the opportunity to collaboratively design common formative assessments that can be collaboratively discussed throughout the instructional unit with fellow teachers. In addition, it allows teachers to design reliable and valid summative assessments that can be used to measure learning at the end of the instructional unit and use the results for future planning. 


Ultimately the unit design framework should be used by teachers for the purpose of instructional alignment. The learning targets should be clear to students before and during instruction and they should be aligned with the assessments students will experience. The last step in the alignment process occurs when the learning targets and assessments are consciously aligned with the instruction and classroom activities. 
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CURRICULUM
Based on this unit, what do you
want kids to know and be able
to do?

How will this be communicated
to them in advance of learning
and throughout learning?

Things to include:
*grade level indicators (any in

this unit from the standards)

*power indicators that have
been identified

*Essential Questions that were
previously identified and appli-
cable to this unit of instruction.

*Big Ideas that were previously
identified and applicable to this
unit.

Teachers collaboratively pick the unit of instruction

-

A 4

INSTRUCTION
After considering the complexity
of the learning targets from the
unit and the assessment(s) [both
summative and formative]:

+  What kinds of activities and

instruction should be provided

to students in order to facili-
tate high levels of learning?

s How will you differentiate be-
tween learning targets and
learning activities so that stu-
dents understand the differ-
ence between activities and
targets?

s Throughout instruction, how
will you repeatedly come back
to the learning intentions
(targets, big ideas, essential
questions, etc.) to reiterate
what you want kids to know
and be able to do?

.

ASSESSMENT
Based on this unit, what evi-
dence of learning will be col-
lected throughout the unit?

How will students be involved
in collecting and tracking evi-
dence of their learning
throughout the lesson?

Things to include:
*Summative (data to report

learning)
-Tests
-Quizes

-Projects

*Formative (data to inform
learning)

-frequent checks for under-
standing along the way

-exit slips

-common formative assess-
ments that teachers collabora-
tively create
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Subject:  Language Arts – Grade 8
                          Unit:  Literary Elements and Theme - “The Book Thief”
Part I:  Clarity of Learning Targets

	What are the grade level indicators that go with this unit?  Place a star next to the grade level indicators that are Power Indicators.  Are the indicators in student friendly language?  Place the level of Bloom’s Taxonomy next to each Power Indicator. 

Vocabulary:

Define unknown words through context clues and the author’s use of comparison, contrast and cause and effect.  (Apply)
Student Friendly:  I can figure out the meaning of an unknown word by using context clues.  
Infer the literal and figurative meaning of words and phrases and discuss the function of figurative language, including metaphors, similes and idioms.  (Analyze)
Student Friendly:  I can determine the meanings of similes and metaphors used in literary text.

Reading Process:
Apply reading comprehension strategies, including making predictions, comparing and contrasting, recalling and summarizing and making inferences and drawing conclusions.  (Apply)
Student Friendly:  I can apply reading comprehension strategies, such as making predictions, comparing and contrasting, making inferences, drawing conclusions, and summarizing.

Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.  (Evaluate)
Student Friendly:
I can answer literal questions (answers stated in the text).  

I can answer inferential questions (reasonable guess supported by details from the story).

I can answer evaluative questions (a judgment supported by details from the story). 

Reading Applications:  Literary Text:

Identify and explain various types of characters (e.g., flat, round, dynamic, static) and how their interactions and conflicts affect the plot.  (Analyze)
Student Friendly:  Identify and explain types of characters (flat, round, dynamic, static) and how their interactions and conflicts affect the story.

Identify examples of foreshadowing and flashback in a literary text.  (Understand)
Student Friendly:  I can identify examples of foreshadowing (clues or hints that suggest what may happen next).
Explain ways in which the author conveys mood and tone through word choice, figurative language, and syntax.  (Analyze)
Student Friendly:  I can explain how word choice the use of figurative language creates a mood in the story.
Examine symbols used in literary texts.  (Analyze)
Student Friendly:  I can identify and analyze symbols used in literary text.
Identify recurring themes, patterns and symbols found in literature from different eras and cultures.  (Analyze) (Grade 7 GLI)

Student Friendly:  I can identify and explain themes.  I can support the themes with examples from the story.

Define and identify types of irony, including verbal, situational and dramatic, used in literary text.  (Analyze)  (Grade 9 GLI)
Student Friendly:  I can define and identify irony in a story.  



	What are the Big Ideas that go with this unit?

Vocabulary:

· Successful readers can explain how figurative language enhances a text.

· Successful readers use a variety of strategies to understand and analyze words.
Reading Process:

· Successful readers use a variety of strategies to comprehend text.
Literary Text:

· Successful readers can identify and explain how story elements work together to create meaningful literature.


	What are the Essential Questions that go with this unit?

Vocabulary:

· How is figurative language used to make a text more interesting?

· How do readers use a variety of strategies in order to be successful?
Reading Process:

· What do successful readers do when they encounter a difficult text?
Literary Text:

· How is meaningful literature created?
What strategies will we use in order to make learning targets clearer for all students, before, during and after instruction?  How will you communicate the learning indicators to students?

· Communicate the Big Ideas/Essential Questions with the students
· Communicate the learning targets daily

· Teacher will provide examples of the learning targets from the reading

· Students will be responsible for finding and discussing examples of the learning targets throughout the reading  



Part II:  Feedback and Assessments (Formative and Summative)

How will we provide students with feedback throughout the unit?

	What formative assessments will we use?  (Non-graded assignments that check for understanding and provide feedback to the students)  Incorporate the 7 Strategies of Assessment for Learning here.  

· Reading check questions – The teacher will check for understanding by asking the students reading 2 and 4 point questions related to the literary elements and theme topics.  (Ex.  What conflicts did Liesel face in the section that you read last night?  Explain the conflict and find exact words to support your answer from the text.).  The teacher will collect the students’ answers and complete a “scoring camp for kids”.  The students will then have an opportunity to revise their answers.
· Pages 1-50 – The teacher will provide strong and weak models of the different literary elements and theme topics with support.  
· Rest of the book – The students will complete a literary element and theme topic for each section of the reading to discuss with a small group.  The group members will offer feedback to each participant, and the teacher will circulate to offer feedback.

· The students will keep a running record of unknown vocabulary words.  
How will students be involved with keeping track of their own learning progress (note—this is different than tracking points for a grade)?
· The students will keep track of their reading check question responses and revisions.


	What summative assessments will we use? (Graded, evaluative assessments)

*25-30 points per quiz
· Quiz #1 – Pgs. 1-170 – Comprehension questions, metaphor, personification, and foreshadowing, and the theme topic – importance and value of words and literature and guilt 

· Quiz #2 – Pgs. 173-350 – Comprehension questions, symbolism, character relationships, and the theme topics – abandonment  
· Quiz #3 – Pgs. 353-End – Comprehension questions, Irony, and the theme topics – obstacles Liesel has to overcome and beauty and brutality
· Literary Elements Project (Select three literary elements from a class list for the project)


	How Can I Close the Gap?

What will we do AFTER the students have completed the formative assessment to differentiate instruction (re-group students, differentiate, review sessions)?

What interventions will we provide for students who do not do well on the formative assessment?

· The teacher will go over the reading check questions daily and will ask students to discuss unknown words.  The teacher will clarify any misunderstandings with students who did not correctly answer the reading check question.
· The teacher will circulate the room during small group discussions and will provide feedback to the groups.
What will we do for the students who excel?  What extension activities will we provide?




Part III:  Instruction and Student Activities

	What instructional and student activities will we use for this unit?  These activities should directly align with the indicators and assessments.

1. Pre-reading – The importance of books in my life activity (change to be more like statements – Teachers guide page 5)
2. Students keep a running record of challenging vocabulary words (sentence from the book with context clues, predicted definition using clues, and actual definition)
3. The teacher will complete a mini-lesson throughout the first section of the book on the five literary elements and theme topics.  The teacher will model for the students how to identify the literary elements/theme topics and find examples from the text as support.

4. Small group discussion – The students will be in groups of 5.  Each student in the group will have an assigned literary element and theme topic for that section (see sections of the book below) of the book.  While the students are reading, they will be responsible for finding and supporting one literary element and theme topic.  The students will record and share with their group their literary element and theme topic.  

Literary Elements:  Each group member will be responsible for one.

1.  Irony

2.  Personification/metaphor

3.  Foreshadowing

4.  Character 
5.  Symbolism
Theme Topic:  Each group member will be responsible for one theme topic.

1.  Guilt

2.  Importance and value of words and literature

3.  Abandonment
4.  A girl ‘with a mountain to climb’ – what obstacles does Liesel have to overcome

5.  Beauty and Brutality

Section 1:  Pages 1-50 

Section 2:  Pages 51-170
Section 3:  Pages 173-350

Section 4:  Pages 353-550
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