Unpacking “Standards”

How It’s Done




I. Review of the important definitions.

a. Standards

b. Benchmarks

c. Indicators

i. What kids need to know (the concepts or content)

ii. What kids need to be able to do (the skills)

iii. How the stuff will be taught (context)

d. Concepts—abstract ideas that point to larger understanding when the standard is unwrapped.

i. The nouns

ii. The verbs

e. Content—specific information needed to know a given standard or its related indicators.



STEP 1

II. Select one particular grade in one content area of the curriculum

a. Review the benchmark and its related indicators
b. Ultimately, educators unwrap the indicators for an instructional unit.

III. Underline the nouns and circle the verbs

a. Read through the indicators and underline the nouns and circle the verbs.

IV. Use a graphic organizer that represents the standard and indicators in their unwrapped state.

a. The goal is to organize the concepts and skills in a way that makes sense to you.

b. List them using the same words and in the same order as they appear.

i. WHAT IS ESSENTIAL IS THAT THE ORGANIZER REPRESENTS THE FULL LIST OF WHAT STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW.

1. Process

a. Standard

b. Benchmark

c. Indicator

c. Write the target and the skill after it

1. the target is the concept (noun)

2. the skill is the verb

STEP 2—Topics or Context

a. This is where teachers identify specific lessons, activities, text chapters and other materials they wish to use to teach their students the unwrapped concepts and skills

STEP 3—The Big Ideas
· The aha realizations, discoveries or conclusions

· Key generalizes students can articulate after “getting it.”

· Lasting understandings they take with them after they leave us.

· Personally worded statements derived from a deep understanding.

· Open-ended, enduring ideas from a deep understanding of subject or area of study.

Attributes of big ideas (about 4 per unit of study)

· Brevity—5 or 10 words

· Conceptual—can not be answered yes or no

· Open ended—all for multiple perspectives 

· Enduring—a “timeless” idea that may apply to other fields of learning.

Guidelines for determining Big Ideas

· Applies to more than 1 area of learning

· Appears in other grade levels

· Stands the test of time

· Memorable long after instruction ends

Use graphic organizers to identify Big Ideas

· Move from concrete (skills and concepts) to abstract

· Ask “what do I want students to realize on their own after I finish teaching them these concepts and skills?”

· Write 3 or 4 Big Ideas from represented concepts and skills

· They can be topical (apply to one content area) or broad (apply to many)

· If this is hard:

· determine one Big Idea for each concept heading on the graphic organizer

· Refer to standards Introduction section for broader learning goals

· Collaborate with other colleagues

· These should be written into student friendly language

· Big Ideas answer the Essential Questions

STEP 4—Writing the Essential Questions
· Present rationale for writing Essential Questions

· Define Essential Questions:

· Standards-based

· Succinct, open-ended, cannot be answered with “yes” or “no” or mere recall of facts only

· Require higher-level thinking skills response

· Could be used for summative assessments

