Creating Student Friendly Learning Targets


Why should we do this?

Benefits to students:
When we know where we’re going as educators, it is easier to explain to students. Students can hit targets they can see and when they stand still.


Providing students with a list of the most important learning targets prior to the start of instruction increases clarity.


This excerpt comes from a book by Rick Stiggins in which he describes a teacher’s recollection of the benefits of student friendly targets within the classroom:

“All children, across the ability range, talked about the learning intention, explaining how their teacher wrote it up on the board and provided examples of the learning intentions from that day. Brighter children said that it helped them focus on the aspect at hand and not get distracted by other things. Students who had been struggling  said that they looked up at the learning targets—and especially the success criteria—to remind themselves of what they were supposed to be doing.”
-Classroom Assessment for Student Learning  p. 59
Benefits to parents:
It provides parents with an understanding of what their children are trying to learn and the complexity of it.  It also allows them to focus their assistance.  Clear learning targets also helps parents understand what their students grades mean as the grade should relate to what the student has and has not learned.

How should we do this?

You will need to consider the indicator and all that it is requiring the student to do and put it into “kidspeak”.  For example:

Reading Process, Benchmark B, Indicator 4:  Make predictions while reading and support predictions with information from the text or prior experience. 

I can use what the author told me and what I know to make a good guess of what will happen next.
