Notes from William Sanders Presentation 12/11/07
· Coleman report is a cross sectional perspective. 

· EVAAS is from a longitudinal perspective.

· The purpose of  EVAAS is to provide people with as many opportunities as possible…it measures whether or not we’re providing equitable educational opportunity for all students.

· Scale scores to NCE from 2007 data was problematic in 7th grade reading.

· 2006 reading scores too high for 6th grade based on how the state scaled the scores.

· As a result the gains reported for grade 7 in 2007 were too low—a technical advisory committee found nothing wrong with the test; the problem is the psychometric scaling of the instrument.

· The Zero Gain represents what the average growth was for the state.

· Using NCEs allows you to get a more simplistic growth standard regardless of entering level of students…it allows you to control for too many high kids and too many low kids.

· Gain score minus the standard error determines the color of the score.

· The state accountability system (the report card) will include the composite gain of the district and the gain of the building—the minimal expectation is for each school to meet the average gain that occurred for the state.

· Within naturally occurring differences in classes—differentiated class size has no effect on the growth of students—Sanders analyzed naturally occurring differences in class size and found that class size has no effect on the growth of students.

· Prediction Model vs. Projection Model

· Prediction—uses average growth to determine where a student would be if they got average growth.

· Projection—take a look at those kids who completed a course and looks back to see how they scored in 8th, 7th, 6th and 5th grade.  The projection model then looks at a current 6th grader and compares him/her to students’ test histories who have completed a course and makes a prediction as to whether or not the student is on trajectory.

· Teacher Effectiveness Factors
· Curricular placement

· Resources

· School organization

· PLUS INDIVIDUAL TEACHER EFFECTS

· Highly effective teachers have learned how to effectively monitor the progress of individual students.  Ongoing formative assessment is crucial in facilitating the appropriate learning rates for all students.

· Knowing what to re-teach students, knowing how to monitor the retention of previous skills and concepts which have been taught are major contributors to highly effective learning rates for students.

· How Does EVAAS Account for Fractured/Missing Records
kids who have move around more have scores that are lightly weighted for the first year, but as their records begin to “fill in” they are more heavily weighted.

